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Pro Bono Program
Celebrates Ten Years of
Service

Q&A with Jane Steckbeck, Pro Bono Program Director
By Ed Bushnell

Jane Steckbeck, Director and Faculty Chair of
the University of Oregon Law School's Pro Bono
Program, has watched the program evolve since its
inception over a decade ago. Here, she answers
questions about the origin and development of the
program.

How did the pro bono program begin, and what was your
role at the start?

Jane Steckbeck: Back in about 1995, we had a very
active group of law students who were already doing a
significant amount of pro bono. They approached the
faculty because their research suggested other schools
were rewarding students with pro bono programs and
certificates. So they launched an initiative to pass a
mandatory pro bono program. The faculty looked at all
the issues and passed a voluntary program in the fall of
1996. A student asked me to procure the Pro Bono
Student's America database. And that just launched my
stepping in. | wrote the program guidelines, and formed
the committee that the document described.

Q&A with Jane Steckbeck, continued on page 3
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Pro Bono Explodes at the
University of Oregon

Spotlight on In-House Programs
By Michele Buck-Romero & Peter Howard

In the past year, the University of Oregon Law
School’s Pro Bono Program has seen an explosion in
in-house programs, resulting in even greater outreach
within the local community. The Pro Bono Program’s
goal is to successfully match students with
underserved populations throughout the community.
The development of student run, in-house divisions
such as VITA, Student Hurricane Network, Domestic
Violence Street Law, and Youth Street Law deserves
much of the credit for this explosion. Because of the
success of these in-house groups, the Pro Bono
Program was able to exceed its goals and leave an
even larger impression in the community than in
previous years. Please enjoy the following spotlights
for more information about a few of these amazing
programs.

Student Hurricane Network Responds to Urgent
Needs

By Erin Fair

The story of Hurricane Katrina is one of
disaster, chaos, and institutional failure. The legal
questions and problems facing the individuals and
communities throughout the Gulf Coast region are
monumental in scale and will remain for years to come.
Issues raised by the crisis touch areas of criminal and
juvenile justice, housing, immigration, worker’s rights,
civil rights, property law, governmental benefits, health,
education, the environment, and countless others. The
enormity and longevity of this crisis demand the lasting
attention of our nation’s legal community.

In order to address this need, law students
from across the country formed the Student Hurricane
Network (SHN), a national association dedicated to
providing long-term assistance to communities affected
by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. SHN connects

Pro Bono Explodes, continued on page 4
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Celebrating Service to
the Community

Spotlight on Community Programs

By Traci Hopfe & Sean Ray

Students at the UO Law School are
accustomed to stepping up to the plate, donating their
time and efforts to the community. In fact, this year
marks the Pro Bono Executive Board’s tenth
Anniversary! Over the past ten years, students have
worked with numerous local legal organizations,
including the Lane County Law and Advocacy Center
and the Environmental Law Alliance. From working on
civil legal issues to translating materials into other
languages, UO law students continue to make a
difference in the legal world through their pro bono
work.

Lane County Law and Advocacy Center

At the Lane County Law and Advocacy Center,
students conduct intake with low-income community
members requesting services. Ralph Saltus, who
conducts intake for this non-profit organization,
reported that approximately twelve UO law students
currently each contribute three to five hours a week
with the the Lane County Law and Advocacy Center.
Additionally, Mr. Saltus was happy to report that some
UO law student volunteers later worked for the Lane
County Law and Advocacy Center as attorneys.

Jean Beachdel represents the Senior Law
Project for the Lane County Law and Advocacy Center.
This service specializes in legal issues affecting
seniors. The Senior Law Project primarily operates on
volunteer service. Law students assist attorneys by
conducting intake interviews, assisting with legal
research, and preparing brochures for clients. Peter
Henkle, a third-year law student, works with the Senior
Law Project. Commenting on his involvement, Peter
noted that “it's nice to be able to apply some of the stuff
we study, in a way that actually helps people who need
it. And I'm glad Senior Law gives us that opportunity.”

Environmental Law Alliance (E-Law)

The Environmental Law Alliance, known as E-
LAW, opened its doors in 1990 and has relied on law
school volunteers since its inception. Professor John
Bonine, a co-founder of the agency, explained that E-
LAW “was one of many outgrowths of the annual Public
Interest Environmental Law Conferences, created in
1989 when lawyers from nine countries attended the

PIELC and discovered that they all shared common
interests and problems.” Now, Jen Gleason, who
graduated from the UO law school in 1993, helps E-
LAW run smoothly world-wide. Since E-LAW currently
works with attorneys in over seventy countries,
students help translate material dealing with
developmental issues and human rights. Joshua
Kellermann, a second-year law student, helps E-LAW
with Spanish translation. In his opinion, “the worth of
law is its ability to protect the powerless. E-LAW
provide[s] me the opportunity to use my legal education
to help protect communities around the world from
environmental degradation. This experience makes all
the difficulties of law school worthwhile.” Ms. Gleason
stated that the pro bono support from the UO law
school is tremendous and appreciated.

After ten years of service, UO law students
continue their tradition of excellence in pro bono
endeavors. To all of the members of the Pro Bono
Executive Board and all of the students that take part in
pro bono activities, congratulations on making a
difference and thank you for helping maintain the high
standards that make the UO pro bono program such a
success. ¢

For more information about pro bono
at the University of Oregon, including
contact information for both in-house
and community programs, visit:
www.law.uoregon.edu/org/probono
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Q&A with Jane Steckbeck, continued from page 1

We had our first pro bono hourly reporting in the spring
of 1997. In our first pro bono class in 1997, only four
students got their certificates. So we've had a
substantial increase since then.

How exactly has the program grown since then?

JS: We have expanded the committee from five to nine
student members. We launched a host of in-house
programs, to enhance student participation. Not every
student wants to go out into the community to do pro
bono, so we started a Street Law program. We've had
different subjects that, over the years, students have
been interested in teaching. Most notably, we worked
hard to set up the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
Program. And last year Michele Buck-Romero,
Rebecca Fritch, and Wally Hicks collaborated with the
business school to establish a Joint Volunteer Tax
Assistance website. We've also encouraged other
groups when they want to start in-house programs, like
the Oregon Innocence Project, the Court Watch
program, and the Domestic Violence Street Law
Program. So it has expanded by way of in-house
programs and just by increased student participation.

What is the student level of participation currently?

JS: It looks like the class of ‘07 will be earning 65
certificates, which is a new high. A lot of students,
though, perform pro bono but never report it, and a lot
of students perform under 40 hours, so they don’t earn
a certificate although they have participated. So it's a
little tricky to know what the actual numbers are. | know
in terms of total law school numbers we are extremely
high. For the calendar year of '06 we set a new record
for the law school, somewhere in the neighborhood of
11,340 hours.

You mentioned the Tax Program; what are some other
highlights or achievements of the pro bono program?

JS: | think one of the most notable achievements was
an individual effort by a member of the Class of 2004.
She went down to Jackson County and worked with the
ACLU. Her father, who's a lawyer, supervised her so
she could represent prison inmates. She brought a
claim under §1983 for cruel and unusual punishment
due to prison overcrowding conditions and violation of a
consent decree, and she won. To have a student take
on a case on her own and prevail, that was a real
accomplishment for her and for our program.

About three years ago we used law students through
street law to train a group of arson investigators. The
students acted as direct examiners and prepared [the
investigators] to testify at trial. It gave the students the
opportunity to do trial practice work.

Street Law is the other great highlight of the program. It
is an effort that shows up in the community; people see
that the law school is doing a public service. In the area
of landlord tenant, our students are actually helping
people get back into the rental market who were
evicted. Our domestic violence program was started
last year. There was a brutal domestic violence murder
in December of '05. | was very disturbed by it, so | got
together a group of law students to put something
together in Street Law for domestic violence. Out of
that grew the Mock Trial Program, where 2L Vanessa
Nordyke has been taking the program into high schools
and doing mock trial work demonstrating domestic
violence issues. Also out of that, Danielle Lordi created
the Court Watch program, which provides oversight in
domestic violence to ensure the court is treating
domestic violence survivors fairly. ¢
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Breaking News: University
of Oregon Wins Pro Bono
Challenge

The UO Law School Wins the Oregon State Bar Pro
Bono Challenge

For the sixth time, the University of Oregon
School of Law has won the Oregon State Bar Pro
Bono Challenge. University of Oregon law students
reported 11,277.75 hours in 2006, out of a total of
15,105.75 hours statewide.

Congratulations to University of Oregon law
students for setting the bar so high!
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Pro Bono Explodes, cont. from page 1

volunteers with relief efforts and the rebuilding process,
streamlining the process for students who want to help
and public interest organizations in need of assistance.
So far, 1,700 law students from across the U.S. have
traveled to the Gulf Coast region to contribute pro bono
time.

UO law students have joined in the rebuilding
effort. UO law students have two primary goals for their
involvement with SHN: to help alleviate some of the
overwhelming demand for legal services in hurricane-
affected areas, and to serve as a network for UO
students to connect with attorneys helping in the
rebuilding effort and to gain valuable experience using
their legal skills.

Last spring, 11 UO law students participated in
an alternative spring break trip to provide pro bono
legal services in the Gulf Coast region. Their work
included research and writing with local legal aid clinics,
tracking and gathering information about those in the
criminal or juvenile justice system, interviewing clients
having problems receiving FEMA benefits, and
monitoring polling stations during the local elections.
During the winter break, UO SHN leader Erin Fair
attended the annual National SHN Leadership
Conference in New Orleans to discuss the future of the
organization and how to better address current and
ongoing needs on the Gulf Coast. Currently, UO
students are planning another student volunteer trip this
spring and are involved in ongoing research projects.

Domestic Violence Mock Trial Program Brings the
Law to High Schools

By Peter Howard

The Domestic Violence Mock Trial Program
(DVMTP) is an educational project that introduces high
school students to domestic violence and the Oregon
justice system. Facilitated by the law school's
Domestic Violence Street Law program, DVMTP has
three goals: generating awareness of domestic violence
in the local community; providing a basic framework of
legal rights and responsibilities; and identifying the
underlying sociological tensions that arise in a domestic
violence-related trial. With those goals in mind,
DMVTP founder and director Vanessa Nordyke
composed a 1.5 hour presentation, which begins
information about the basic concept of domestic
violence and local statistics, and ends with a mock trial.
Community members read the roles of the parties,
witnesses, and jury and law students play the attorneys
and judge The facts of the mock trial are inspired by
real Oregon circuit court cases. After closing
arguments, the jury renders a verdict, and the law

students facilitate a question and answer session.

Vanessa gave DVMTP's first presentation last
spring at Churchill High School in Eugene. Vanessa
said, "Many incidents of domestic violence start in high
school. Sometimes, teenagers perpetuate the abuse
inflicted upon themselves during their childhood
through their first sexual partners. Other times,
teenagers suspect that a friend might be involved in an
abusive relationship, but don't know what to do or who
to talk to. Whatever the reason, domestic violence
affects most young people directly or indirectly.
DVMTP enables teenagers to discuss these issues,
learn about their rights, and ask any question they want
from a relatively young person." DVMTP's debut at
Churchill High was a success, with a high level of lively
participation from all students and a request to return
the following year.

Currently, law students have three DVMTP
presentations planned for the 2006-2007 year, and are
seeking more audiences and venues. DVMTP is also
considering several new projects, including legislative
tracking and archiving. Vanessa explained, "Some of
the other members and | have been looking into
archiving the DVMTP materials at the law library, so
that future law students can spend more time teaching,
less time redoing.”

VITA Makes a Big Splash
By Michele Buck-Romero

University of Oregon law students joined forces
with business school students during the 2006 tax
season to host the first independent Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (VITA) site at the University of Oregon.
The VITA Program offers free tax help to low- and
moderate-income persons (generally, $39,000 in
annual earnings or less) who are not able to prepare
their own tax returns. Over 30 law and business school
students gained their tax preparation certification in
early January and went to work in February preparing
tax filings for Lane County residents. The student
volunteers helped residents with special credits, such
as the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit.
The site was open every Saturday during tax season,
except during spring break, at the Lillis Business
Complex on the UO campus. In addition to free tax
return preparation assistance, the sites also offered
free electronic filing (e-filing).

Prior to the 2006 tax season, UO students
collaborated with the local AARP chapter to staff
TaxAide sites at various community locations, including
the UO site. Because the new collaboration between

Pro Bono Explodes, continued on p. 5
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Pro Bono Explodes, continued from p. 4

the law and business schools allowed the UO site to
stay open longer, the program served more community
members. Rebecca Fritch, a third year law student, is a
strong believer in the importance of VITA and law
student volunteers. She said, “l actually look forward to
tax season — | like helping people complete what can
often be a daunting task. | enjoy putting the client
interviewing skills | learn in the classroom into practice
in the real world.”

This year, the law school’'s Pro Bono Executive
Board has formalized the planning process by
establishing a VITA standing. The committee plans the
law school’s involvement in the VITA program each
year, including coordinating with the business school to
operate the UO site, recruiting and training volunteers
to staff the site, reporting to Pro Bono Board,
advertising the free services to the community, and
soliciting community support in the form of in-kind and
financial donations and local tax practitioners to staff
the site. This year the committee plans to increase
recruitment of bilingual student volunteers to expand
pro bono services to the Spanish-speaking community.
Like Rebecca Fritch, many students are looking
forward to exceeding last year’s record for tax filings in
the coming tax season. ¢

Breaking News:
Celebrating Outstanding
Pro Bono Service

Announcing the Nominees for the First Annual
Nicole Richardson Award

The Pro Bono Executive Board
congratulates the nominees for the first annual
Nicole Richardson Outstanding Pro Bono Service
Award:

Erin Fair

Peter Henkle

Jennifer L. Meisberger
Jessika Palmer

Annie Rian

Katina Saint Marie
Sarah Strock

The Board will announce the winner at the
Fourth Annual Pro Bono Recognition Ceremony
Wednesday, April 11 at 5:00. Congratulations to all

New ABA Pro Bono
Program

The UO Law School Serves as a Test Site

By J. Mackenzie Hogan

Over a year ago, the student government
arm of the American Bar Association (ABA) launched
a project to increase pro bono involvement at law
schools across the country. The initial phase of this
project implemented different approaches at five
schools. The project’'s goal was to provide a simple
and organized way for attorneys to contract research
by law students, free of charge, for pro bono cases.
The project would provide law students with essential
work experience in pro bono cases, while also
allowing attorneys to accept more pro bono cases.
After the completion of the initial phase, the
Governors of the ABA law school division circuits
took over implementation of the project.

The UO law school was selected as the first
school to implement the new pro bono program. The
first step, completed during the 2006-2007 academic
year, was to talk with students and assess their
attitudes toward this program. With a firm idea of
how the students view pro bono, the next step is to
present the proposal to the law school’s
administration and local attorneys. Using the
University of Oregon as a test, this project will
expand to more law schools next year, eventually
including the entire circuit. ¢
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Where Are They Now?

Previous Pro Bono Award Winners Continue the Fight
for Justice

By Erik Laiho

Since graduating from the UO law school,
former pro bono award winners Misha Dunlap and
Daniel Kruse have continued their public interest work
in Eugene. Misha and Dan won recognition for
completing the most hours of pro bono service as law
students. Their pro bono work during law school
helped Dan and Misha find their current jobs, where
their interest in public service and passion for the law
reinforce each other.

Misha Dunlap works in the Civil Liberties
Defense Center and the Law Office of Lauren Regan,
working on issues from environmental justice to
changing administrative rules in the Department of
Corrections. Misha entered law school after working to
raise awareness about animal rights violations,
experiences that compelled her to pursue a law degree.

As a law student and now as an attorney,
Misha has worked to defend Jeffrey Luers, convicted of
setting fire to three sport utility vehicles. Mr. Luers set
fire to the vehicles to draw attention to the fact that gas-
guzzling vehicles, and fossil fuels in general, are
irreversibly damaging the planet. Mr. Luers was
sentenced to twenty-two years in jail for the arson,
although no one was injured and the sport utility
vehicles were all repaired and eventually re-sold.
Misha is hopeful that continued work and public
pressure will reduce the sentence to eleven years or
less. In February 2007, the Oregon Court of Appeals
remanded Mr. Luers’ case to the District Court for
resentencing. Mr. Luers’ sentence could be reduced by
as much as fifteen years.

Daniel Kruse works as a staff attorney for the
Cascadia Wilderness Projects and as a court-appointed
criminal defense attorney. Dan majored in saxophone
performance, but was always interested in the
analytical aspect of the law. Being politically active
during Dan’s undergraduate years heightened his
interest in earning a law degree as well as cementing
his desire to do public interest work, His work as a
volunteer law clerk at Cascadia helped him to obtain a
job there once he graduated. Dan enjoys the work he’s
doing now, and loves the feeling that comes from
“being part of a public interest community.”

These previous pro bono award winners offer
advice for current law students. Dan recommends
doing pro bono work for more than one organization to
“get your hands dirty” and to get to know different areas
of the law. Misha adds, “What is most dismaying is

seeing students doing pro bono work in law school and
then...doing work they don’t want to do after graduation
for fear of not being able to pay off student loans.” She
sums up her philosophy with, “Whenever I'm about to
panic about student loans | think: ‘what would | like to
have written on my gravestone?” ¢

Breaking News:
Celebrating 2006 Pro Bono
Award Winners

Announcing the Top Pro Bono Earners for 2006

Top 2L Earner: Aric Newlon donated 505 hours to
the Washington Attorney General and the UO
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program.

Top 3L Earner: Adam Blake donated 385 hours to
the Rocky Mountain Children's Law Center.
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Nicole’s Legacy
Nicole Richardson, 1978-2006

By Jane Steckbeck

Nicole Richardson was a dedicated three-year
member of the Pro Bono Executive Board, graduating
in 2004. After graduation, she took a job as a public
defender for the Colorado Defender Office in Denver,
where she was known as a passionate crusader for
justice, a trait she also displayed throughout law
school. Nicole was drawn to representing society’s
vulnerable, indigent criminal defendants, and she had
hopes of some day working in death penalty defense.
On April 24, 2006, Nicole died of an accidental gunshot
wound. Though her life was brief, Nicole lived with
intensity and a strong desire to make a difference. In
this, she succeeded, leaving an indelible mark on the
School of Law, the local community and those who
were privileged to know her. The following is a tribute to
her dynamic law school life and the lasting difference
she made when she took up the challenge to start the
law school’s Street Law Program.

Street Law did not exist at the law school until
2002. Its predecessor, People’s Law School, had
ceased to operate sometime in the early 1990’s,
marking the loss of direct law student outreach to the
community. In 2002, the Pro Bono Executive Board
discussed a new community education program—
Street Law—and Nicole, in the second semester of her
first year, enthusiastically volunteered to develop a new
program.

Given Nicole’s passion for justice, it was not
surprising that she developed Street Law’s first
curricula in Search and Seizure, and Landlord/Tenant
law, focusing on the educational needs of high school
students and low-income tenants. Within the semester,
she launched a Search and Seizure class for high
school students, and appointed a leader for the
Landlord/Tenant class. By fall 2002 and spring 2003,
UO law students were teaching classes in these two
areas and in consumer law.

With Nicole’s dedication, Street Law continued
to branch out. In March 2003, Street Law worked with
the State of Oregon and City of Springfield to sponsor
an expert witness training for firefighters, who could be
called to testify in arson cases. Law students helped
teach firefighters, then assisted them in preparing to
testify. The exercise ended in a mock trial in which
students conducted direct examinations. The
enthusiasm for Street Law continued to grow, and
students developed courses in Legal Research for the
Lay Person, Gay and Lesbian Legal Issues, and
Entering into Leases for college students. In 2003, law
students began teaching the legal component of St.

Vincent De Paul's “Second Chance” course, helping
low-income tenants get off the street and back into
housing.

Nicole directed Street Law for the duration of her
law school career, nurturing new groups and improving
existing groups. Never once did she develop the
dreaded “3L syndrome;” rather she remained engaged
until the end of her third year. A vivid example of
Nicole’s commitment comes from an e-mail she sent to
me on April 5, 2004, after watching her Street Law
protégés teach Search and Seizure classes to high
school students:

I just wanted to tell you that the classes today
at Churchill went so well | can hardly believe
it!l"l My expectations were exceeded beyond
belief. The group (Zach Jost, Sarah Strock,
and Jeremy Dickman) taught two separate
hour and 25-minute classes, and they were
absolutely wonderful! | contributed when need
be, but pretty much just sat back and let them
take over. There were so many questions we
didn’t even get through all the material and
went right up to the end! They were excited
and things just went great. These three really
put in an extreme amount of effort and work,
and just absolutely blew me away and | just
wanted to let you know how well it went.
Nicole

I remember smiling about Nicole’s enthusiasm in
sharing her excitement about seeing her efforts live on
through the next generation of Street Law teachers. |
also felt proud of Nicole because she had worked hard
to develop a program to help high school kids
understand their constitutional rights. She did so
because she passionately cared about other people,
and freely devoted time and effort to meeting the needs
of underserved populations.

In the last year, Street Law has grown again, and
Nicole would be proud. In January 2006, students
created groups in Domestic Violence Education and
Juvenile Law. A branch of the Domestic Violence
group also created a Court Watch program, in which
volunteers monitor domestic violence proceedings to
ensure that survivors receive fair and respectful
treatment from attorneys and judges.

Street Law’s work stems from Nicole’s passion,
commitment and dedication. Nicole’s life was brief, but
she was a powerhouse and in her three years at the
UO law school, she made a lasting impact on the
school and in our local community. For this legacy, we
will always be grateful. ¢
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Pro Bono Executive
Board

3L Members
Michele Buck-Romero
Jen Geiger

Ryan Kahler

2L Members

Cassie Kellogg, Chair

Megan Thompson, Vice-Chair
Wally Hicks, Treasurer

1L Members

Karen Phu, Secretary
Peter Howard

Erik Laiho

Pro Bono Program Director
Jane Steckbeck

Newsletter Editor
Megan Thompson

www.law.uoregon.edu/org/probono/

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
SCHOOL OF LAW

1221 University of Oregon
Eugene, OR 97403

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

The University of Oregon School of Law Pro
Bono Executive Board

cordially invites you to attend the
Fourth Annual Pro Bono
Recognition Ceremony

To present the inaugural Nicole Richardson
Outstanding Pro Bono Service Award

and to honor a decade of pro bono service by
University of Oregon students.

Wednesday, April 11th, 2007
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Program begins 5:30 p.m.

Law School Wayne Morse Commons
1515 Agate Street, University of Oregon Campus
Wine and hors d’oeuvres
Special Guest Speaker

The Honorable Ann Aiken, U. S. District Court
Judge
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